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Curriculum Policy
Elmtree Grove School

1. Purpose
This policy sets out the principles, organisation, and delivery of the curriculum at Elmtree Grove School. It ensures that the curriculum is broad, balanced, and tailored to meet the needs of all pupils, particularly those with Social, Emotional, and Mental Health (SEMH) needs.

2. Curriculum Intent
At Elmtree Grove School, the curriculum is designed to:
· Develop core academic knowledge and skills through high-quality, adaptive teaching
· Build emotional resilience, self-regulation, and wellbeing
· Provide hands-on, creative, and practical learning experiences
· Ensure that every pupil achieves personal success in a safe, inclusive, and inspiring environment 
Our curriculum nurtures the mind, body, and heart, enabling pupils to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

3. Curriculum Implementation
3.1 Curriculum Framework
The curriculum combines National Curriculum expectations with therapeutic and experiential approaches, adapted to meet individual needs. 
Key features include:
· Adaptive teaching, with learning matched to pupils’ stage, not age
· Integration of Thrive and SEMH-informed practice
· A balance of academic, practical, and personal development learning
· Small class sizes and high staff ratios to support personalised learning 

3.2 Core Curriculum Areas
· English (Literacy): Focus on reading, writing, speaking, and listening, with structured support and reading for pleasure
· Mathematics: Mastery approach using White Rose Maths with real-life application
· Science: Inquiry-led learning promoting curiosity and reasoning
· PSHE/RSE: Delivered through Jigsaw, focusing on relationships, wellbeing, and personal development
· Thrive Approach: Targeted emotional support to develop regulation and resilience 

3.3 Wider Curriculum
· Physical Education & Swimming: Developing physical health, confidence, and teamwork
· Creative Arts: Supporting expression, creativity, and self-esteem
· Cooking & Life Skills: Promoting independence and practical life skills
· Outdoor Learning (Forest School): Building confidence, resilience, and engagement
· DEAR Time: Daily reading to develop fluency and enjoyment 
3.4 Cross-Curricular and Holistic Development
The curriculum promotes:
· Linguistic development through oracy and communication
· Mathematical application in real-life contexts
· Scientific enquiry and curiosity
· Technological and problem-solving skills
· Social and cultural understanding through PSHE and current affairs
· Creative and physical development through arts and sport 
3.5 Personal Development
Personal development is central to the curriculum and includes:
· Assemblies celebrating values and achievements
· Pupil voice through School Council
· Daily tutor time exploring current events (e.g. Picture News)
· Community engagement and enrichment activities
· Daily regulation and wellbeing support 

4. Inclusion and Adaptation
The curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all pupils, including those with SEND and EHC plans, by:
· Adapting learning to pupils’ ages, aptitudes, and starting points
· Providing individual support plans informed by Thrive and assessments
· Using scaffolded and structured teaching approaches
· Ensuring all pupils can access, engage, and succeed

5. Teaching and Learning
Teaching at Elmtree Grove School is characterised by:
· High expectations and strong relationships
· Adaptive teaching strategies tailored to individual needs
· Practical, engaging, and meaningful learning experiences
· A focus on developing independence and resilience

6. Assessment and Progress
The school uses a combination of academic and SEMH assessment to monitor progress:
· Academic progress measured against individual starting points and national benchmarks
· SEMH development tracked using Thrive and internal tools
· Regular monitoring of engagement, attendance, and Assessment information is used to:
· Inform planning and teaching
· Identify gaps and provide targeted support
· Ensure all pupils make good progress over time

7. Curriculum Organisation
The curriculum is structured to ensure breadth and balance, with weekly allocation across key subjects including:
· English and reading
· Mathematics
· Science
· PSHE and Thrive
· PE and creative arts
· Life skills and cross-curricular learning 

8. Monitoring and Evaluation
The curriculum is regularly monitored through:
· Lesson observations and learning walks
· Work scrutiny and assessment analysis
· Pupil voice and engagement measures
· Feedback from families and professionals
This ensures continuous improvement and responsiveness to pupil needs.

9. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to changes in statutory requirements or school context.
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